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SIR: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98 and to the duty of disclosure set forth 
in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the Examiner in charge of the above-identified application is requested 
to consider and make of record the references listed on the PTO 1449 (R&P) submitted 
herewith. A copy of each of the listed references is also enclosed. 

Although the information submitted herewith may be "material" to the 
Examiner's consideration of the subject application, this submission is not intended to 
constitute an admission that such information is "prior art" as to the claimed invention. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(g), the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made. 



The following Japanese references are not in the English language: 

1) 2001-258011 

2) 2002-330422 

3) 2001-229180 

4) 2002-290859 

5) 2001-022373 

6) 09-016191 

7) WO 03/021943 

References 1) to 7) have an English language abstract attached. 
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Reference 7) also has a counterpart English language patent application 
publication attached and a "concise explanation" under 37 CFR § 1.98(a)(3) is set forth in 
the background portion of the specification at page 2, lines 15-16 (Japanese patent \ 
application No. 2001-258564). 

Further, References 1) to 6) were cited in a search report by a foreign Patent 
Office in a patent application corresponding to the above-identified patent application. A 
copy of this search report and of the English translation thereof, which indicate the degree 
of relevance found by the foreign office, are transmitted herewith. MPEP 609 IIIA(3), 
second paragraph. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed concurrently with the 
above-referenced application. 
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Daniel N. Calder, Reg. 27,424 
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including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
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